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About PSA

Who are the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia?

What are our core functions?

Peak national professional pharmacy organization

• professional development, education and practice support

• standards and guidelines

• advocacy



Background



Background

Codeine related deaths have increased by more than 100% 
between 2000 and 2009

Roxburgh et al 2015



Chronic pain discussion must follow from debate about codeine



PSA’s position

PSA’s position has always been that we support consumers continuing to have 
appropriate access to codeine containing OTC products with the advice from a 
pharmacist, while minimizing harm from intentional or unintentional misuse by 
using a real-time recording system.



Beyond codeine upscheduling



Affected products



Affected products

https://www.tga.gov.au/node/770507



Pain MedsCheck

Trial by Federal Government to support people suffering from chronic pain for 3 
months or more.

Through the Pain MedsCheck program, a pharmacist will:

 Evaluate and review 

 Develop written action plan incorporating;

 Education

 self-management

 Referral



Closing the gap

Pharmacists can help close the gap




