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Chronic Illness Alliance Inc 

Ph: 9805 9126

E-mail: christine@chronicillness.org.au

Newsletter September-October, 2002

Remember, if you have events, news items and anything else you would like to go out to other organisations and groups, please send them to me as an e-mail attachment and I will add them to the newsletters.

The Chronic Illness Alliance undertakes a range of projects aimed at developing a better focus in health policies for all people with chronic illness.  We rely on the participation of our members in our activities to help achieve our goals.  This newsletter presents some of the current work that is being undertaken in this manner.

The next meeting of the Committee of Management is on Tuesday, 12th November at Diabetes Australia-Victoria.  

New Year, New Format for CIA meetings

Next year the Chronic Illness Alliance will have management committee meetings every second month.  In the months in-between, we will have policy meetings, at which all members will be welcome to attend and to contribute.  A roster of the meetings and venues will be published at the end of the year.

Annual General Meeting for the Chronic Illness Alliance

The Annual General Meeting will take place on December 10th at the Epilepsy Foundation of Victoria.  Our guest speaker will be Mr John Berrill of Maurice Blackburn Cashman.  John recently made a submission to a Senate Inquiry on Superannuation and Disability on behalf of the Chronic Illness Alliance and the Neurological Alliance.

Holiday Cabins

Cystic Fibrosis Victoria has four holiday cabins for hire at special discount rates.  These cabins are located at Corowa on the Murray River, at Inverloch in South Gippsland and at Ocean Grove.

People with a chronic illness or a disability are given preference over others wishing to use the cabins.

Each cabin offers comfortable facilities, a fully self-contained kitchen, a bathroom and laundry, heating and cooling facilities, and they are located in popular holiday destinations.

If you would like to know more about the CFV holiday cabins, please call CFV’s Marketing Assistant Natalie Jessop on 03 9686 1811.

Children’s and Young People’s Working Party (CYPWP)

The CYPWP has several new members and is currently reviewing its objectives and goals for the next 12 months. The new look committee has 12 representatives from a wide range of backgrounds including infectious diseases and respite care. It is anticipated that by early next year it will have some new projects in place and be progressively improving the lot of children, young people and their families in a range of ways. The committee meets every 4-6 weeks at the Epilepsy Foundation. If you wish to know more about the CYPWP please contact Jo-Anne on 9805 9126. 

Royal Children’s Hospital Community Advisory Committee, Chronic Illness Alliance and Association for Children With a Disability

At the recent meeting of this committee it was announced that the ‘ACE’ [Accelerated Care through Emergency] project had been very successful in getting children with complex conditions resulting in frequent presentations through the hospital admission process much more efficiently and with much less stress for families. This was confirmed by a consumer representative at the meeting who is also a parent of a chronically ill child. To date the project has been operating on a pilot basis with short term funding, but more permanent funding has been sought so that the project will become on-going.

Building of the Family Resource Centre has begun and the architect’s drawings look very impressive. This will be a great place for families to go and relax, take a shower, prepare hot drinks and snacks, get information about illnesses, disabilities, adolescent health, parenting, support groups and much more. There are also various business aids for those parents needing to work while at the hospital for long stays. Facilities include phones, fax machines, photocopiers and email access. Thanks to input from the Community Advisory Committee they seem to have thought of everything and will have staff available to assist parents to access other facilities and services in the hospital. It is hoped that the resource centre will be open in time for Christmas, operating between 9-5pm initially, increasing to 8am-11pm depending on consumer demand.

Health Care Card and PBS Working Party

The CIA is conducting research into the costs faced by people with chronic illnesses living in rural and regional Victoria.  So far we have held forums in regional areas and Jo-Anne has completed an interim report on our findings.  The results of these forums are the basis of a questionnaire that will be sent out to as many groups and individuals as possible around Victoria.  The information gained from the questionnaires will help us to maintain our campaigns concerning the Disability Support Pension and a Concession Card for People with Chronic Illness.

Open Disclosure Project

This has been an initiative of the Australian Council for Safety and Quality in Health Care.  It aims to provide a clear approach to communication following an adverse event.  Project staff consulted with consumer groups as well as medical personnel and following this developed a draft standard.  

Training for Community Groups (from the COSHG newsletter)

The City of Moreland is providing training for community groups.  This includes training for committees of management, recruiting and training volunteers, sponsorship and fundraising, financial management, legal issues and risk management.  There is also a section on business and financial planning.  This training costs between $10 and $25 for six sessions.  Contact Geraldine Earle on 9240 2367.

Telstra priority Assistance Service (COSHG newsletter)

Telstra has established a priority assistance plan for people with serious medical conditions.  This gives a person with a serious life-threatening condition priority for repairs which should be completed within 24 hours.  For further information and if you consider you might qualify ring 132200, visit the Telstra website or a Telstra shop.

Christine Walker

Chronic Illness Alliance
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