3
3

[image: image1.png]Chronic
Illness
Alliance




Chronic Illness Alliance Inc 

Ph: 9805 9126

E-mail: christine@chronicillness.org.au

Newsletter December, 2002

Season’s greetings to all our members, our friends and supporters.  We hope that you are able to enjoy a peaceful holiday, free of trouble and pain, and we look forward to the new year, where we continue to work on behalf of all people with chronic illness.

Remember, if you have events, news items and anything else you would like to go out to other organisations and groups, please send them to me as an e-mail attachment and I will add them to the newsletters.

The Chronic Illness Alliance undertakes a range of projects aimed at developing a better focus in health policies for all people with chronic illness.  We rely on the participation of our members in our activities to help achieve our goals.  This newsletter presents some of the current work that is being undertaken in this manner.

The next meeting of the Committee of Management is on Tuesday, 10th December at Epilepsy Victoria.  

New Year, New Format for CIA meetings

Next year the Chronic Illness Alliance will have management committee meetings every second month.  In the months in-between, we will have policy meetings, at which all members will be welcome to attend and to contribute.  A roster of the meetings and venues will be published at the end of the year.

Annual General Meeting for the Chronic Illness Alliance

The Annual General Meeting will take place on December 10th at the Epilepsy Foundation of Victoria.  Our guest speaker will be Mr John Berrill of Maurice Blackburn Cashman.  John recently made a submission to a Senate Inquiry on Superannuation and Disability on behalf of the Chronic Illness Alliance and the Neurological Alliance.

Peer-Led Self-Management of Chronic Illnesses Project

This year the Chronic Illness Alliance has been part of a consortium which received funding from the NHMRC to research and evaluate self-management programs.  The target group are people from Chinese, Vietnamese, Italian and Greek backgrounds in the north-eastern suburbs, covered by the cities of Yarra, Darebin and Whittlesea.  Bi-lingual peer-leaders will be recruited from these ethnic groups and programs will commence in early 2003.  Members agencies who would like to know more about this project can contact the project office on 9429 9936.

Children’s and Young People’s Working Party (CYPWP)

At its most recent meeting, the CYPWP discussed the content of a report resulting from a DHS sponsored review of Victorian Paediatric Services. It was decided that an official response was needed as issues of concern raised by many in the working party at a forum held by the CIA at the Epilepsy Foundation in August, had been overlooked. That response is currently being worked on. 
The CYPWP has also drafted a number of objectives for implementation in 2003. These objectives will be further defined and acted upon in the coming months.
The committee meets every 4-6 weeks at the Epilepsy Foundation. If you wish to know more about the CYPWP please contact Jo-Anne on 9805 9126. 

Royal Children’s Hospital Community Advisory Committee, Chronic Illness Alliance and Association for Children With a Disability

The CIA and ACD meet monthly with the RCH’s community advisory committee. Amongst the issues receiving most attention at the moment are car parking, accommodation, and the  provision of a Muslim prayer room. Funding for the Accelerated Care through Emergency [ACE] program has been secured for the next three years so this welcomed service will be expanded so that many more families whose children are frequent users of the hospital will be accelerated through the admittance procedures far more efficiently. 
Parking is an ongoing problem although it has now been discovered that cars with disabled stickers can stay double the allowed time without incurring a penalty. 
The accommodation guide has been updated and is available to any interested parents or workers. 
Please contact Jo-Anne if you would like more details, or if you would like to comment on any of the above as we are very happy to pass on comments on behalf of our members.
Health Care Card and PBS Working Party

The survey on costs of having a chronic illness in rural Victoria is now well underway with many of our members sending out surveys in their November and early December mail-outs. Almost one thousand questionnaires have been sent out to date with many more being prepared. Thank you to all those members who have assisted to date and to the others, we intend extending the cut off date until January/February 2003 so there are still opportunities for your clients and members to participate.
The information gained from the questionnaires will help us to maintain our campaigns concerning the Disability Support Pension and a Concession Card for People with Chronic Illness. Please email Jo-Anne on jtamlyn@chronicillness.org.au if you think you can participate or assist in any way.
Enhancing Consumer and Carer Participation in the HARP and IDM projects

This year, the Chronic Illness Alliance received funding from the Department of Human Services to work with projects funded by the Hospitals Admissions Risk Program (HARP) and the Integrated Disease Management (IDM) Projects.  So far we have run two workshops.  One was an introduction to consumer and carer participation, while the other showcased a range of self-management strategies.  Both workshops were well-attended by health professionals working on these projects.

Medicare Action Alliance

This group was formed recently with the aim of lobbying for the retention of bulk-billing for GP services.  There has been a steady decrease in bulk-billing over the last few years.  This is particularly noticeable in regional and rural Victoria and most affects people who have income constraints.  People with chronic illnesses are amongst this group.  The Chronic Illness Alliance is already represented but if you would like to attend or join it in your right, please contact Christine by phone or e-mail (as above) for more details.

Christine Walker

Chronic Illness Alliance
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